
All commissioned LPMI 

ministers received an invi-

tation. Committees of LPMI 

ministers succeeded in 

hosting a reunion party 

beyond their expectations. 

Over  two hundred  at-

tended and the response 

was so overwhelmingly 

positive, it was only natural 

that the  LPMI Advisory 

Committee and those who 

attended the  dinner ask 

themselves, 

(story continues page 2) 

“Godôs People Doing Godôs 

Work” is the  motto of the 

Lay Pastoral Ministry Insti-

tute of the Diocese of St. 

Petersburg, Florida, which 

began in September 1998. 

For four years, those en-

rolled in this formation pro-

gram study and pray, al-

lowing the Lord to mold 

them into people equipped 

to do God’s work. Now, 

more than ten years later, 

the LPMI is pleased to an-

nounce the formation of an 

Alumni Association , dedi-

cated to the same princi-

ples of service, ongoing 

formation and  ministry. 

In 2009, as the tenth anni-

versary of the beginning  of 

the program neared, the 

LPMI Advisory Committee 

started to plan a gala 10th 

anniversary dinner. They 

invited Zeni Fox, a nation-

ally recognized author, 

consultant on lay ministry 

and retreat master to be 

the honored guest speaker. 

LPMI Alumni - Still Doing Godôs Work After 10 Years! 

Our Mission Statement  

ñThe Alumni Association of the Lay Pastoral Ministry Institute 

seeks to support the program, and those who have become 

commissioned lay ministers through it,  by providing on-going 

support for the continuation of the LPMI and by offering     

ministerial and social networking opportunities.ò 
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“Why not form an Alumni 

Association?”  And so be-

gan a year of discussion, 

meetings and efforts to 

define  what an alumni 

association for the LPMI 

might look like. Finally, in  

early 2010, a Mission 

Statement was drafted 

and accepted by the core 

committee of the fledgling 

organization.   

The committee discerned 

the direction and priorities 

of the Alumni Association 

by discussion with one 

another, but also by invit-

ing all commissioned lay 

ministers to participate in 

an interest survey. Some 

of the results of this survey 

are tabulated below.  The 

priorities set for the com-

ing year include a mem-

bership drive, support for 

the Year of Discernment, 

long range planning for the 

Alumni Association, assis-

tance with LPMI projects, 

and development and 

publication of this newslet-

ter.  We look forward to 

offering even more initia-

tives in the coming years, 

such as on-going educa-

tion, sharing best prac-

tices in ministry, network-

ing with other lay minis-

ters throughout the nation, 

fundraising and social 

events. 

 

LPMI Alumni, continued  

Survey Results  

To participate 

in the survey, 

go to: 

http://

www.surveym

onkey.com/s/

NGL5XQC  
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Msgr. Frank 
Mouch, Rev. 

Robert Schneider 
and Most Rev. 
Robert Morris: 

three staunch sup-
porters of the Lay 
Pastoral Ministry 

Institute, shown at 
the anniversary 

dinner.  

Zeni Fox, Special 
guest speaker at the 

10th Anniversary 
Dinner  

The LPMI Alumni Association 

recently conducted a survey in 

which LPMI graduates from 

2002 – 2009 were asked ques-

tions regarding their post-

graduation ministerial experi-

ences and their willingness to 

assist in the work of the LPMI 

Alumni Association. It was very 

gratifying to receive 72 re-

sponses, (over 33%), and the 

survey results are equally 

gratifying: 

¶ 93% said they would like to assist with the work of the 

LPMI, including mentoring and educational activities. 

¶ 77% currently serve their parishes in a liturgical minis-

try, such as reader, Eucharistic minister, usher, or aco-

lyte. 

¶ 94% serve in some other type of ministry. 

¶ 65% have taken on additional ministerial responsibilities 

since LPMI graduation. 

¶ 98% said that they would support the work of the LPMI 

Alumni Association (e.g. scholarships, media materials, 

resources, social events, expenses) with an annual 

membership fee of $10. 

¶ 68% would assist with fundraising and/or social events 

that would further the cause of the LPMI Alumni Asso-

ciation. 

We need everyoneôs help to find and invite participants for the upcoming Year of Dis-
cernment. If you know someone who shows leadership potential, is a fully initiated, 
practicing adult Catholic, and has the desire to grow in faith formation, please reach 
out and invite them to the Year of Discernment. Please give interested parties the 
LPMI phone number, (727) 344-1611, and encourage them to speak to either Dale 
Brown or Sister Marlene for more information. 
 

There are some important changes in the Year of Discernment schedule this year. 
Sessions will begin on Saturday, September 11, and will be held on the second Satur-
day of each month through March 12, from 9:30 - 3:30 at Christ the King Parish’s 
Mary Martha House, 821 South Dale Mabry Hwy. The final session is the Day of Dis-

cernment on April 2, 2011 . 
 

The deadline for registration is August 27, 2010. Please help us spread the word! For 

more information, check us out on the web: http://home.catholicweb.com/dosp

-lpmi/   Click on YEAR OF DISCERNMENT BROCHURE 

Year of Discernment - Spread the Word!  

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/NGL5XQC
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/NGL5XQC
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/NGL5XQC
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/NGL5XQC


Would you like to be a charter member of the Alumni Association of the Lay Pastoral Ministry Institute? Your in-

volvement will help to ensure the continuation of the LPMI for future generations. Our objectives for the first year 

include a membership drive, formation of an executive committee, support for the Year of Discernment, assis-

tance to the LPMI office for special events, and long-range planning for the Alumni Association. We look forward 

to offering even more initiatives in the years to come: on-going education, sharing our best practices in ministry, 

networking with other lay ministers throughout our diocese, fundraising, and social events. 

Please print and fill out the membership registration form below and mail it in with your annual dues check in the 

amount of $10 to join us on this journey as we continue to do God’s work! Annual dues will assist in the ministe-

rial work of your Alumni Association. 

 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OF THE LPMI                 MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION FORM  

Join the Alumni Association of the LPMI  
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Full Name: 

Address: 

                       Street Address                                                                                                                                    Apartment # 

                City                                                                                                       State                                      Zip 

Home Phone:   (         )                         Alternate Phone: (          )                           

E-Mail Address: 

Parish/School Where I Minister: 

Area of Ministry:                                    Year Commissioned: 

 

Please mail a check for your $10 Annual Dues 

(August 1, 2010 - August 1, 2011), made  

payable to the Diocese of St. Petersburg ,  

along with this form to:  

 

Director, LPMI  

Diocese of St. Petersburg  

P.O. Box 40200  

St. Petersburg, FL 33743  

 

Please note “LPMI - Alumni Association” on  

the memo line of your check. 

Would you like to serve on an alumni committee 

this year? Please indicate your area of interest. We 

will contact you with more information.  

____ Newsletter                         ____  Special Events 

____ LPMI Mentor                      ____ AA Board Member 

____ Continuing Education         ____ Social Events 

____ Fundraising                        ____ LPMI Office Volunteer 

____ Promotion of Year of Discernment   

____ Other (Specify) ________________________________ 



Contact Information  
 

Lay Pastoral Ministry Institute  

Sr. Marlene Weidenborner, OSF  
Executive Director  

smw@dosp.org  

 

Dale Brown   
Coordinator, Ministry Formation 

Placement  
dpb@dosp.org  

  
Elaine Thelen  

Coordinator of Mentors  
emt@dosp.org  

 
 

Phone: (727) 344 -1611 
Fax: 727-374-0207 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Alumni Association  
Contact Information  

 
Newsletter Editor  

Claudia McIvor  
cmcivor@tampabay.rr.com  

(727) 526-2154 
 

LPMI Advisory Committee  
 Contact Member  

Karl Stevens  
karlstevens@netzero.com  

(813) 988-0824 
 

Alumni Association Contact  
Rowena Wilkinson  

rgwilkinson50@msn.com  
(813) 420-5675 

 
 

Alumni Association of the Lay Pastoral Ministry Institute 

We’re on the Web! 
http://home.catholicweb.com/dosp-lpmi 

Bishop Lynch and Mark and Jo-

sephine Manko pose for a pic-

ture after twenty-three new lay 

ministers are commissioned on 

June 7, 2010. 

Thanks to the vision of the LPMI Advisory 

Committee, the program celebrates its tenth 

anniversary with a gala dinner at Bethany 

Center, 2009. (Pictured l-r) Sr. Marlene, Mary 

Scott and Pat Wiand, LPMI Board members. 

Commissioned lay ministers, 

friends and families, priests and 

mentors all gather at Bethany 

Center to celebrate  ten suc-

cessful years of “God’s People 

Doing God’s Work.” 

If you have not participated in the alumni survey and would 

like to, it’s not too late.                                                             

Just copy this link in your browser to get started:                                                                         

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/NGL5XQC  
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Alumni Association Core Group members (l-r): 

Camille Carlin, Fran Marinari, Sr. Marlene, 

Dale Brown, Claudia McIvor, Rowena Wilkin-

son, Peggy Genalo   

 

¶ Reflections and photos from 

the LPMI Class of 2010 

¶ More photos and stories of 

“Godôs People Doing Godôs 

Workò 

¶ An update on the LPMI Cur-

riculum Review Project 

In Our Next Issue...  
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